
To better understand the potential implications of Alberta secession on the economy and the business community, the Calgary Chamber of Commerce 
commissioned two independent studies. Probe Research surveyed Chamber members to understand the implications of the separation question on their 
businesses, and economist Trevor Tombe modelled the potential economic impact of Alberta secession.

Alberta separatism:  
economic & business perspectives

MEMBER POLLING

ECONOMIC IMPACT ASSESSMENT

8 in 10

1 in 3

48%

$0.16

1 in 5

6%

74%

$10-15B

members think the 
separation discussion 
is negatively affecting 

Alberta’s economy

jobs in Alberta (900,000) 
are tied to trade with 
other provinces or the 

rest of the world

of members are likely to 
leave Alberta if it votes to 

start the separation process

on every dollar earned in 
the province is generated 

through interprovincial 
exports – a total of $78B in 

income for Albertans

members are slowing expansion 
plans, with 15% considering 

relocation contingent on the 
referendum outcome

reduction in Alberta’s per 
capita GDP if separation 
occurred, shrinking the 

workforce by 175,000 and the 
economy by $62B per year

of members see no 
tangible benefits to 

separating from Canada

in forgone investment 
in 2026 due to 

uncertainty – up to 
$3,000 per Albertan

Sources:
Calgary Chamber of Commerce Member Survey conducted by Probe Research, June 2026 (N=137).
Dr. Trevor Tombe, Professor, Department of Economics, University of Calgary. 
All Calgary Chamber members were invited to participate in the survey. Learn more:

https://calgarychamber.com/whats-new/alberta-separatism-economic-and-business-perspectives-policy/

